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MEMBERS OF THE SENIORS AND THEIR GUESTS ARE WELCOME  TO 
THE  

IRISH PUB LUNCHEON  
ON  

MARCH 18TH DOORS OPEN AT 12:00 NOON   
PRICE:  $10.00 PER/PERSON 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  FOR MARCH 2008 

 Well, it certainly seems like we’ve been in constant 
motion at the Centre since the new Board has taken 
over.  I am sure you have all noticed the ongoing 
maintenance and improvements to the office that 
have taken place.  The increase in the office space 
will greatly assist those Directors and volunteers re-
quiring proper work space.  Many thanks to Ron At-
kinson, our Director of Maintenance, for his many 
hours of work and effort in getting work crews and 
maintenance people out to fix things. 
 
 We contacted all the volunteers who had signed up 
for Special Events and held a very successful meet-
ing.  This group of folks enthusiastically volunteered 
for the myriad of jobs required for special events or-
ganization.  Many thanks to Sally Watson and her 
team of volunteers for stepping up to the plate and 
taking on this important task.   The members of the 
Special Events Committee are:  Theresa Allen, Karyn 
Burney, Liz Dilasser, Joan Fleetham, Ina Grafe, Bon-
nie Hewitt, Lewine Hughes, Mary Lehmann, Trudy 
McIntosh, Janet Mctavish,  Allison Miller, Joan 
Payne, Gwen Southin, Nancy Stanfield, and Ken 
Williams.  Thank you also to Kathleen Davis for pro-
viding refreshments and tasty goodies. 
 
 A special thank you must also go out to Barbara 
Scodras, Joan Fleetham, Pat Ramsay & Bonnie Hew-

itt  who has volunteered to look after our Movie Af-
ternoons.  Thank you to Kathleen for the popcorn. 
 
 On the horizon, we will be bringing information to 
the members about general building maintenance that 
will be required over the next few years. 
 Memberships seem to be coming along, but  there 
are about 200 or so memberships still to be renewed.  
A Membership Committee will be our next drive, so 
perhaps you can think about belonging to this group.  
Just let Kathleen in the office know. 
 
 A reminder that we still like to receive your grocery 
receipts from IGA and Clayton’s – these businesses 
continue to give us a discount based on the dollar 
value of grocery receipts received. 
 
 Please remember to come in and have a great lunch 
during the week.  ‘Friday Fish and Chip Days’ are a 
great success and we would like to see the same re-
sults on some of the other days.  Your comments and 
suggestions are always welcome and forms can be 
obtained from the cashier. 
 
 Sincerely, 
Wilma Lorimer, 
President. 

On behalf of the General Membership, I would like 
to thank the Kitchen Committee headed up by Jim 
Ettinger and the following kitchen volunteers for 
the great job that they do every day of the week 
serving up many, many meals.  The many volun-
teers are listed alphabetically and we apologize if 
we have missed anyone.  If your name isn’t here 
please let us know, as we like to keep an accurate 
list of all our volunteers: 
Shirley Allan; Betty Blockberger; Audrey Brown-
ing; Karyn Burney; Sandi Cavalier;  Marla Chat-
ham; Daphne Clancy; Jean Cleary; Lewine hughes; 
Judith Dasilva; Margaret Dawkins; Tony Dawkins; 
Liz Dilasser; Nancy Dobie;  Donald Elliott; Wynne 
Evans; William Finnigan; Doug Follett; Joan Fra-
ser; Lorraine Gallant; Kae Gautron; Aleta Giroux; 

Jennifer Hamel; Jim Hawke; Ella Hayes; Jennifer 
Heath; Pat Hegan; Connie Hobbs; Peter Jordan; 
Barbara Laird; Shirley Lawson;  Norma Leuchte; 
Mike McCarthy; Margarette McDougall; Trudy 
McIntosh; Malachy McKenna; Elizabeth McNeill; 
Mary Mellis; Nancy Mellis; Alison Miller; Stella 
Mount; Agnes Muri; Sandra Neilson; Renee Nel-
son; Marilyn Oseen; Stephania Paskar; Linda Pet-
lon-Duff; Monica Robb; Sharon Shorter; Evelyn 
Stamnes; Margaret Stewart; Valerie Thorsteinson; 
Marjorie Vanluven; Jindra Vemer; Cecilia Walker; 
Janice Warren; Sally Watson; Ameena Wearmouth; 
Daphne Yorke. 
 
 Wilma Lorimer, President. 

KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS RECOGNIZED ��
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DIRECTOR’S MEETING   MARCH  11TH   9:30 AM  
GENERAL MEETING   MARCH 20TH   1:30 PM 
FRIENDSHIP HOUR   MARCH   4TH     2:00 PM 
IRISH PUB LUNCHEON  MARCH  18TH  12:00 NOON  
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SENIOR’S GOLDEN OLDIE RECIPES 
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EVENTS: FRIDAYS  AT THE MOVIE - 1:15PM 
  PLAN TO COME FOR FISH & CHIPS  
AND STAY FOR THE MOVIE .  
THERE IS EVEN POPCORN SOMETIMES! 

DRAGON BOATING  

Tuesday the 19th, what a wonderful day !  It was so bright and sunny and everyone was in a great 
mood as the Red Baronettes made their way to the Augusta Grille for lunch.  The food was delicious 
and as usual we all ate too much Queen Lynne introduced her new Red Hat teddy bear mascot which 
was a big hit.  It sang " I want to be loved by you" and some just couldn't help but join in with the 
singing. Birthday Baronesses this month were Lewine and Elsie. Donna held a "pick a number" game 
which was won by Patricia. Bonnie treated us all to some lip smackin' fudge, one of the Baron-
esses favorite foods! The March gathering date falls on the same day as the Senior Centre St. Patricks 
day luncheon so it was decided to join the luncheon with a slight change of color  -  green and red this 
time. Some of the Baronesses finished the day by going to Trail Bay Hardware to surprise Barry, a 
Red Hat husband.  Was he thrilled? He was very quiet but did pose for some pictures. After a walk 
through the mall we headed for home after another fun day. Next get together is March 18th  -  details 
to come later. (see the pictures on http://secheltseniors.com)   

��9���������8
��9���	������9?���;�� ��0	����-�0>�	���������)-���� �



OUR SILVER THREADS  MEMOIRS - ROSEMARY HOLMES-SMITH   
   ?��������)�9�/�%����,�'��,��!��

   �
�Rosemary was born in Somerset, England, on August 30, 1920, and as a baby of 4 months she was 
with her mother on her way out by ship to join her father in India who was a stockbroker in Bombay. 
She spent the first eight years of her life in India and can remember odd snippets of her life and times 
with some clarity: being chased by a cobra; entertaining her little friends on board ship by standing 
on the grand piano and singing “ I’m for ever Blowing Bubbles”; the Gandhi Riots in Bombay when 
hundreds of native  people lay down on the roadway to stop the traffic; being run away with while 
riding her first pony who completed two circuits of the race track before she could pull him up; and 
dancing with the dog - a consenting Dalmatian! 
Her schooling, in England, was an unhappy one; she went to six different private boarding schools 
while her parents went out to India again, leaving her behind to stay with aunts and uncles. The damp 
English climate caused her to be sick a lot of the time, a fact which led to her being kept in bed and 
separated from the other school children. 
Eventually, Rosemary got her school certificate and was able to go out to Austria as her mother had 
promised her, and this is where she ended up in the summer of 1937. Her purpose here was to learn to 
cook and to housekeep, European style, but she had been staying with a very strongly anti-Nazi fam-
ily, a fact which didn’t go unnoticed by the new German authorities. 
Alas, war was in the offing. Austria was under the German jackboot by 1938, and Czechoslovakia by 
early 1939. In late August, 1939, the British Consul in Vienna recommended a rapid evacuation, and 
Rosemary found herself on a very crowded train making its slow way out of Austria, into Germany, 
and then on to the Belgian Border. At Aachen, after two sleepless nights, the German authorities 
cleared the train and ‘processed’ all the passengers, which meant checking passports and other docu-
ments. For some reason Rosemary’s passport was put on one side, and  she was told to wait. After an 
hour or so, she saw the train begin to pull out of the station and, in a moment of panic, she grabbed 
her documents from the official’s desk and ran for it. Eager hands helped her back onto the train, 
warning shots were fired, but she was now safe and heading for the Channel Coast. 
The stress of all this brought on a serious attack of asthma, a disease she has been fighting all her 
adult life, so her wartime occupations were mostly rural not military. She had spells in the Land 
Army, nursing (with absolutely no training), but mainly being in charge of a lumber yard and sorting 
B.C. fir and spruce! 
Post war, she was farming in Shropshire and this was where she met her husband David. Farming is a 
good life, but there is no money in it and so they set course for B.C. on board ship via the Panama 
Canal arriving in Vancouver in September 1956. 
In short, he became a school teacher and she turned her hand to whatever looked exciting; She had a 
natural talent for organization and, over the years, found herself running a small art gallery on West 
Broadway in Vancouver, later she ran the Penticton Summer School of the Arts, and later still ran the 
Adult Education Branch of the Okanagan College for three small towns in the south end of the valley. 
She and her husband raised a family of three children, two boys and a girl, all of whom have been 
successful in life: one, a rider on the Canadian Olympic Team, another, an international dinghy 
sailor, and the third, a business manager in Sarnia, Ontario.    
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